
                                                                                                             

                
 

Sudafrica e Italia: opportunità di collaborazione nel settore dei materiali compositi 
South Africa and Italy: Opportunities for Co-operation in the Composite Materials Sector  

 

 
 
 

MERCOLEDI’ 20 GIUGNO 2018 / WEDNESDAY 20 JUNE 2018 
(Ore 10.30 - 13.30 / 10.30 – 13.30 hrs) 

Studio Legale Pavia e Ansaldo 
Via del Lauro, 7 – Milano 

 
Opportunities in the Advanced Materials Sector in South Africa:  

A Cross-sectoral Technology 
 

Composite materials are an essential component of modern life and modern industry. Made up 
through the combination of various materials such as plastics and resins, and other reinforcing fibres 
such as glass, carbon or other natural fibres, they are a key technology for transporting water, food 
and people, the production of renewable energy and for connecting people via the phone or the 
internet. 
 
Composites are ideal for reducing the weight of cars, aircraft, trains and boats, as well as increasing 
strength and durability. Unlike metals, composites don’t rust and are therefore the ideal material for 
developing and diversifying South Africa’s Economy, and its Oceans Economy drive through the 
production of boats, oil & gas installations, wind turbines, deep sea mining equipment, maritime patrol 
aircraft, aquaculture cages, waterfronts and harbours. Additionally, composite materials can be used 
in the development of vehicles, trains, and the aerospace sector. 



 
 
South Africa’s Department of Trade and Industry is supporting the Mandela Bay Composites 
Cluster to develop skills and technologies to grow the composites sector and make South Africa a 
more globally competitive country. The main applications that South Africa is engaged in include:  
 
¾ Renewable Energy (wind turbine blades) 
¾ Automotive components 
¾ Rail components (interior parts) 
¾ Infrastructure including Bulk water (water pipes), road signs, manhole covers, etc  
¾ Reinforced Pellets (Long Fibre Thermoplastics)  
¾ Aerospace (interior and exterior parts). 

 
The Mandela Bay Composites Cluster and eNtsa, an engagement institute within Nelson Mandela 
University, have signed a co-operation agreement which is set to boost the development and use of 
composites in South Africa. The two entities will work together to unlock value for local manufacturers 
by optimising access to the Composites Innovation Centre (CIC), housed on the Nelson Mandela 
University campus. The First African Advanced Manufacturing and Composites Show will be 
held between 7-9 November 2018 at the Nelson Mandela Bay Stadium in Port Elizabeth.  
 
South Africa has an historic opportunity to accelerate growth and development in the African 
continent by tapping into the potential that new technologies hold. South Africa is new in composite 
manufacturing while Italy is one of the leaders in this sector, providing additional opportunities 
for co-operation between South African and Italian companies. 
 
Discussions between key stakeholders during the conference will provide the way forward.  
 
After the presentations, Mr. Andy Radford of the Mandela Bay Cluster will be available for 
Business-to-Business meetings via video conference (upon prior request not later than 18 
June 2018).  
 
For registration and meeting requests: PeAforAfrica@pavia-ansaldo.it  
 
PROGRAMMA / PROGRAM 
 
11.00 WELCOME COFFEE / WELCOME COFFEE 

Arrivo e registrazione / Arrival and registration 
 

Moderatore / Moderator  
Avv. Mario Di Giulio, Responsabile Desk Africa, Pavia e Ansaldo / Head of Africa Desk, Pavia e Ansaldo 

 
11:30 Benvenuto ed apertura dei lavori / Welcome and opening remarks 

Ms TSD Nxumalo, Console Generale del Sudafrica a Milano / Consul-General of South Africa in Milan  
Mr Filippo Codara, Vice Presidente Confindustria Assafrica & Mediterraneo / Vice-President: Confindustria Assafrica & 
Mediterraneo   

 
11:50  Mr Andy Radford, Amministratore Delegato del Distretto dei Compositi a Mandela Bay / Managing Director: Mandela Bay 

Composites Cluster (video conference) 
 
12:10 Prof. Roberto Frassine, Presidente Assocompositi / Chairman of the Italian Industry Association for Composite 

Materials, Assocompositi  
   
12:30 Avv. Daniele Carminati, Pavia e Ansaldo / Pavia e Ansaldo Law Firm 

Le joint venture e i contratti di compravendita e fornitura nell’ordinamento sudafricano / Joint ventures, sale, purchase and 
supply agreements in the South African legal system  

 
12.50 Q&A / Q&A 
 
13.30  Colazione Buffet-Networking con i relatori / Finger Lunch-Networking with speakers  
 
 
La conferenza è in lingua inglese senza traduzione / The language of the conference is English without translation.   

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/topic/africa-company
mailto:PeAforAfrica@pavia-ansaldo.it

